Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2009, 20th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 18th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

An Enemy of the People Dramaturgical Research
Catherine B. Smith
Illinois Wesleyan University

Dani Snyder, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Smith, Catherine B. and Snyder, Faculty Advisor, Dani, "An Enemy of the People
Dramaturgical Research" (2009). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 26.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009/posters/26

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RES EARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2009

Poster Presentation P5 I

AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE DRAMATURGICAL RESEARCH

Catherine B. Smith and Dani Snyder*
School of Theatre Arts, Illinois Wesleyan University

An Enemy

of the People by Hemik Ibsen, Norwegian playwright, was adapted for the American
stage by Arthur Miller in 1 950. For Illinois Wesleyan's School of Theatre Arts production this
spring from February 1 7-23, I completed the historical research for the director, designers, and
cast of this production. The information I discovered about the nature of Norway's government,
the historical context under which Ibsen wrote, and the contemporary philosophy was distilled
into three "briefs" and two display boards for the lobby. The briefs were studied by the cast and
discussed during the initial rehearsal phase. The display boards in the lobby were read by the
audience during performances in order to supplement their perception of the production.

